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                     Institute for Southern Studies

                     			
                     Created to foster the study of the American South, the Institute for Southern Studies
                        serves as a link to the very rich research resources at the University of South Carolina
                        as well as providing access to other important research facilities throughout the
                        state. It brings together outstanding faculty specializing in the study of the South
                        from a wide variety of disciplines for research, teaching, special seminars and public
                        programs.

                     
                     		
                     
                        
                           
                              			
                              The Institute provides students with a variety of valuable, challenging courses and
                                 research projects, and the opportunity to earn a Minor in Southern Studies. Its public
                                 programs on campus, throughout the state and through public media extend its educational
                                 mission across the region and the nation. Through its scholarly publications the Institute
                                 fosters the continuing exploration of all aspects of this important region.
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                                          The papers of William Short

                                          
                                             The Papers of William Short is a born-digital documentary focusing on William Short
                                             - diplomat, businessman, philanthropist, emancipationist, and Thomas Jefferson’s “adoptive
                                             son.”
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                                          Take on the South

                                          
                                             Our new podcast, Take on the South, explores the complexity of South through conversations
                                             with those who think, write, teach, and reflect on the South.
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                                          ExploreSC

                                          
                                             Our new app ExploreSC provides students, educators, tourists, and residents with a
                                             historically-informed, interactive way to explore the Palmetto State and its historical
                                             markers.
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                                          South Carolina Encyclopedia

                                          
                                             The Digital South Carolina Encyclopedia is a comprehensive reference source of the
                                             people, places, events, things, achievements, and ideals that have contributed to
                                             the evolution of the Palmetto State. 
                                             

                                       



                              
                               

                              
                              Events and Announcements

                              
                              
                                    
                                       
                                          The McNair Conversations on the American South

                                          
                                             What does it take to become a leading jurist in the South? How does a Southern woman
                                             navigate the highest levels of the law and politics to become the state’s first female
                                             Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina? Does growing up in the South
                                             help or hinder such signal achievements? Join us as we explore these issues and more
                                             with our 2024 McNair Honoree, former Chief Justice, Jean H. Toal. 
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          McNair Reading Room Closed for Fall '23
                                          

                                       
                                          The McNair Reading Room will be closed to the public for the Fall of '23 as we work
                                          to expand our offerings and create a digital catalog to make finding materials easier
                                          for researchers.
                                          

                                    

                                 
                              

                              
                               

                              
                              
                                 
                                 Our header photo was taken by  Thomas Stroud, a spring 2016 student in SOST 405: Photographing
                                       the Rural South.
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