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Shaping leaders for the future
Understand your world and create change, one step at a time.
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                        Explore central questions of politics while gaining experience in real-world settings,
                           with opportunities here in the state’s capital and beyond. From preparing for a career
                           in law, public administration or politics, to mastering methodology and survey polling,
                           our program offers the benefits of faculty expertise and university resources. 

                        
                        
                           
                              	
                                       

                                       
                                          Undergraduate

                                          Choose from majors in political science or in international studies, as well as minors
                                             to support your degree.

                                       

	
                                       

                                       
                                          Graduate

                                          Go further with advanced degrees in political science, international studies or public
                                             administration.

                                       

	
                                       

                                       
                                          Careers

                                          Engage in government, policy, politics, and diverse perspectives to develop valuable
                                             skills.

                                       



                              
                                 TOP 100

                                 USC’s Department of Political Science is ranked among the nation's top 100 political science schools for both undergraduates and graduates. Applications are available online with options to apply as an undergraduate or for our graduate and Ph.D. programs.

                              

                              
                                    
                                          Excellent guidance for research

                                          Our faculty members are leading scholars with interests from American politics to
                                             comparative politics, international relations to political theory, public law and
                                             public policy. Join a community of collaborative researchers and educators.

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                          Make an impact at home or abroad

                                          Going Beyond the Classroom helps you broaden your skillset and choose the right career
                                             path for your future. Participate in campus organizations, travel abroad for Maymester
                                             or intern with a local government office or nonprofit.

                                       

                                    

                              
                                 
                                    
                                       Political science provides a way to explore human behavior, the systems we create,
                                          and their effects on the world, incorporating aspects from anthropology, economics,
                                          history, law, sociology and psychology. At USC, we have faculty working in all major
                                          political science sub-fields, offering students a more comprehensive understanding
                                          of the discipline.
                                          

                                    

                                    Gregory Nelson, 2025 doctoral candidate
                                 
                              

                              Why study political science at USC? 

                              	Our faculty provides quality education in and outside the classroom and often collaborates
                                    with students for original research.
	With more than 5,000 students engaged with our courses and faculty, students gain
                                    an extensive network of classmates and alumni.
	Political Science majors at USC are known for their leadership in campus life and
                                    student organizations, including student government.
	Neighboring the South Carolina State House, students have opportunities to work with
                                    and learn from government agencies as they explore careers. 
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									Arts and Sciences
	Business
	Education
	Engineering and Computing
	The Graduate School
	Hospitality, Retail and Sport Management


							

							
									Information and Communications
	Law
	Medicine (Columbia)
	Medicine (Greenville)
	Music
	Nursing
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	Public Health
	Social Work
	South Carolina Honors College
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	Undergraduate Admissions
	Financial Aid and Scholarships
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            Challenge the conventional. Create the exceptional. No Limits.
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