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We Are Curious
What is Religion? Is it good, bad, or irrelevant? How do different people conceive and utilize religion? Understanding diverse world religious traditions prepares you for the 21st century’s globalized societies and a lifetime of discovery. 
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                        The study of religion provides insight into the fascinating variety of ways in which
                           people live their lives in light of the sacred. How do they understand the existence
                           of God or gods? Where do they seek answers to questions of fundamental concern? How
                           do they find meaning and purpose in life?

                        
                        
                           
                              With an emphasis on critical and careful thinking, honest analysis, and an openness
                                    to learning about new ideas, Religious Studies is a dynamic and necessarily multidisciplinary
                                    field involving ideas and methods drawn from philosophy, anthropology, history, art,
                                    literature, sociology and theology, among other fields.

                              It is also of critical importance in understanding a range of complex social issues
                                 spanning nearly every aspect of life, including politics, ethnicity, economics, public
                                 policy and family life.

                              Upcoming Public Events

                              Events and speakers, at the University, around the city, and in the state, which relate
                                 to the study of human religious expression are of interest to our students, faculty,
                                 and the public. The study of religion intersects with history, philosophy, art,  music,
                                 film, literature and joins these in ongoing public conversations.

                              Bachelor of Art in Religious Studies

                              We offer students the opportunity to major or minor in religious studies. We also offer an intensive major for those students who wish
                                 to add a research component to the major and complete a senior thesis.

                              Religious Studies Beyond the Classroom

                              We offer two annual lecture series as well as numerous talks by distinguished and compelling speakers. We hope these
                                 lectures inspire dialogue among students and faculty from our department as well as
                                 from other departments and colleges on campus, and the wider community.

                              
                           
                              
                                 
                                    Why Religious Studies?

                                    Reasons to Consider

                                 

                                 10Religious Studies can take you from exploring global cultures to gaining a deeper
                                    understanding of religious traditions in our increasingly complex society. Here are just 10 reasons to major in Religious Studies. »
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						Colleges & Schools

						
							
									Arts and Sciences
	Business
	Education
	Engineering and Computing
	The Graduate School
	Hospitality, Retail and Sport Management


							

							
									Information and Communications
	Law
	Medicine (Columbia)
	Medicine (Greenville)
	Music
	Nursing


							

							
									Pharmacy
	Public Health
	Social Work
	South Carolina Honors College


							

						

					

				


				
					Offices & Divisions

					
						
							
									Employment
	Undergraduate Admissions
	Financial Aid and Scholarships
	Bursar (fee payment)
	Veterans and Military Services
	Disability Resources


							

							
									Access and Opportunity
	Human Resources
	Law Enforcement and Safety
	University Libraries
	All Offices and Divisions
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						Carolina Alert
	Campus Email
	my.sc.edu
	Blackboard
	Campus Safety and Wellness
	PeopleSoft Finance
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            Challenge the conventional. Create the exceptional. No Limits.
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